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How to play Space Mad Libs
This is a silly activity that helps you learn about words and
space all in one! We have some amazing stories about the
solar system, space objects and the universe - but they’re
missing some parts! Have someone look at the story first
without letting you see it. Then when they come to a blank,
they can ask you for a word to fill in - under each blank is a
label for what type of word it should be. Beyond that, it’s up to
you to finish the story!
Check out the next page, Parts of Speech, to learn more
about the kinds of words you’ll need to choose. Once you’ve
filled in all the blanks, your partner can read the story with the
words you came up with and see if it sounds crazy or close to
the truth! The last page has more information about the
science behind our super space stories. Happy libbing!
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Parts of Speech
Noun: a person, place, or thing
Examples: a baker, a park, a scooter
Proper noun: a SPECIFIC person, place, or thing
Examples: Brad Pitt, Disneyland, Mount Everest
Adjective: describes a noun
Examples: quick, hot, lazy
Verb: an action word
Examples: run, swim, jump
Adverb: describes a verb, another adverb or an adjective.
Adverbs answer how, where, when, how much, how often
Examples: gently, quiet, almost
Unit of Time: a measurement or specific amount of time
Examples: seconds, minute, hour
A plural is more than one of something.
Examples of plural nouns: bakers, parks, scooters
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VOLCANOES
A volcano is a

(noun)

magma from below to

in the crust of a planet that allows
(verb)

volcanoes are found all over the
moon of

(proper noun)

to the surface. Interestingly,
(noun)

! On Io, a

, the surface is covered with volcanoes.

The biggest volcano that we know of is on the planet
. This volcano is named Olympus Mons and it is
(proper noun)

(a number)

times taller than

(proper noun)

!
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MARS
Mars is the fourth

(proper noun)

after the Roman God of
the sun very, very
to be

(a number)

in our solar system. It is named

(noun)

(adverb ending in -ly)

. Mars

. This causes the Martian day

Earth days long! There is a lot of

the surface, which is the reason it looks
polar ice caps made of
the

(proper noun)

(noun)

(verb)

(adjective)

around

(color)

(plural noun)

. Mars has

water. Mars is also home to

’s largest volcano! It is three times taller than

! Mars is a super

on

(adjective)

planet.
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BLACK HOLES
Black holes are what happens when a
itself. Gravity is created by
creating a pit so
escape What’s

(adjective)
(adjective)

(verb)

(noun)

collapses on

-ing space-time and

that not even

(noun)

is that there is a black hole at the

center of our own galaxy. Sagittarius A* is a super
black hole at the center of the
holes are a

(adjective)

can

(adjective)

(adjective)

Way Galaxy. Black

space phenomenon!
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INTERNATIONAL
SPACE STATION
The International Space Station (ISS) is an artificial
in low-Earth orbit created to allow

(plural noun)

to

(noun)
(verb)

experiments related to micro-gravity or space a whole. The
first part of the ISS was launched in
September 2019, 239

(year)

. As of

have visited the space station.
(plural noun)

The ISS
(unit of time)

(verb)

extremely fast, orbiting the Earth every 92

. The ISS is a

organized by space

(plural noun)

-ing visitors.
(verb)

(noun)

in collaboration,

from five countries and
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METEOR SHOWERS
(noun)

showers are small bits of space

other debris know as meteors
into our

(noun)

. Comets leave these

they travel through the
handle the
(verb)

(noun)

(noun)

-ing from space and
(plural noun)

behind as

. Most meteors cannot

from the atmosphere and they

, giving us stunning celestial light shows. These

light shows are the
(noun)

(verb)

(plural noun)

and

(adjective)

-est if the Earth passes through

debris immediately after a comet has passed.
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JUPITER
In our solar system, there are the
planets and the

(adjective)

(adjective)

, terrestrial

gas giants. The biggest of these

gas giants is the planet Jupiter, named for the Roman God of
the

(noun)

. The planet Jupiter is so massive, it could fit

more than 1,300

(plural noun)

inside of it. Jupiter’s most

recognizable feature is the Great

(color)

Spot, a giant

on the surface that has been raging for at least the
(noun)

past four hundred

(unit of time)

!
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DWARF PLANETS
Everyone’s favorite dwarf planet seems to be Pluto. Once
considered a regular

(noun)

the likes of bodies like Venus

or Neptune, it was the year 2006 when
(verb)

the rock into a

forget about other

(adjective)

(adjective)

(plural noun)

planet. Although, many

planets in our solar system. For

example, there is Ceres, once considered an
scientific community.

agreed to

(noun)

by the
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NEUTRON STARS
Neutron stars are the

(noun)

of a

(adjective)

collapsed into itself. The reason it is called a
because it is under such

(adjective)

star that has
(noun)

star is

pressure that the

positively charged protons and the negatively charged
(plural noun)

charged

smashed into each other, giving us neutrally
(plural noun)

known star in our

. In fact, a neutron star is the densest
(noun)

!
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ANSWERS
Disclaimer: Some answers are factually correct (e.g., this causes the Martian day to be 687 Earth days long!) and some are a bit more subjective (e.g., Black holes are an awesome space
phenomenon!). Either way, just have fun!

VOLCANOES
A volcano is a break in the crust of a planet that allows magma from below to flow to
the surface. Interestingly, volcanoes are found all over the solar system! On Io, a moon
of Jupiter, the surface is covered with volcanoes. The biggest volcano that we know of
is on the planet Mars. This volcano is named Olympus Mons and it is three times taller
than Mount Everest!

MARS
Mars is the 4th planet in our solar system. It is named after the Roman God of war. Mars
revolves around the sun very slowly. This causes the Martian day to be 687 Earth days
long! There’s a lot of iron oxide on the surface, which is the reason it looks red! Mars
has polar ice caps of frozen water. Mars is also home to the solar system’s largest
volcano! It’s three times taller than Mount Everest! Mars is a super cool planet!

BLACK HOLES
Black holes are what happens when a star collapses on itself. Gravity is created by
mass warping space-time and creating a pit so deep that not even light can escape!
What’s scary is that there is a black hole at the center of our own galaxy. Sagittarius A*
is a supermassive black hole at the center of the Milky Way Galaxy. Black holes are an
awesome space phenomenon!

INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION
The International Space Station (ISS) is an artificial satellite in low-Earth orbit created
to allow humans to conduct experiments related to micro-gravity or space as a whole.
The first part of the ISS was launched in 1998. As of September 2019, 239 people have
visited the space station. The ISS flies extremely fast, orbiting the Earth roughly every
92 minutes. The International Space Station is a collaboration, organized by space
programs from 5 countries and hosting visitors from 19 countries.
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METEOR SHOWERS
Meteor showers are small bits of space rocks and other debris known as meteors falling
from space and into our atmosphere. Comets leave these meteors behind as they travel
through the galaxy. Most meteors cannot handle the friction from the atmosphere and
they ignite, giving us stunning celestial light shows. These light shows are the
strongest if the Earth passes through meteor debris immediately after a comet has
passed. It is also easier to see these meteor showers if you are in a specific “Dark Sky
Zone.”
JUPITER
In our solar system, there are the rocky, terrestrial planets and the gargantuan gas
giants. The biggest of these gas giants is the planet Jupiter, named for the Roman God
of the Sky. The planet Jupiter is so massive, it could fit more than 1,300 Earths inside of
it. Jupiter’s most recognizable feature is the Great Red Spot, a giant storm on the
surface that has been raging for at least the past 400 years! The spot is so big, you can
fit Mercury, Venus, Mars, and Earth inside of it with room to spare! Just make sure not
to try to land on the surface of Jupiter, because you would fall right through!
DWARF PLANETS
Everyone’s favorite dwarf planet seems to be Pluto. Once considered a regular planet
the likes of bodies like Venus or Neptune, it was the year 2006 when scientists agreed
to downgrade the rock into a dwarf planet. Although, many forget about other dwarf
planets in our solar system. For example, there is Ceres, once considered an asteroid by
the scientific community. There is also Eris, which was once thought to be bigger than
Pluto, and at the time was theorized to be the 10th planet in the solar system.

NEUTRON STARS
Neutron stars are the center of a giant star that has collapsed into itself. The reason it
is called a neutron star is because it is under such immense pressure that the
positively-charged protons and the negatively-charged electrons smashed into each
other, giving us neutrally-charged neutrons. In fact, a neutron star is the densest known
star in our universe!

