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Tax Appraisal Cards and Photographs were created by the Salt Lake County Assessor to document the
assessed values of residential and commercial properties from 1934 to the 1970s. These cards record the
history of houses, outbuildings, and commercial buildings. A current address of the building (or former
location of building) is required to access these records. NOTE: The last two pages of this leaflet show the
front and back of a Tax Appraisal Card, with pointers on how to obtain the most information from this
record.
Tax Appraisal Cards, 1934-1970s
These cards document tax assessed values on commercial and residential properties in Salt Lake County.
Traditionally, the collection represents appraisal dates for 1936, 1957, 1964, and sometimes into the 1970s.
The cards can contain information regarding:
 Name of owner(s)
 Address
 Additions and sq. feet
 Year built
 Garages and other outbuildings
 Footprint drawings
The later cards detail supplementary appraisals usually noted in colored pencil. Also included are yellow
and blue cards noting frontage area and additional appraisal evaluations, and an index card with the names
of some of the previous owners.

Commercial Appraisal Cards, 1970s-1991
These cards document assessed values on commercial property located in Salt Lake County, from the 1970s
to 1991. They include the information listed above, and can also include information on the size and value
of structures on the property.

Tax Appraisal Card Photographs, 1934-1991
When the tax assessor visited a property, they not only created Tax Appraisal Cards, but also took
photographs of the buildings. Usually, the approximate date of a photograph can be determined by the
date of appraisal on the corresponding Tax Appraisal Cards, and also using other clues within the
photograph itself.

Name of
owner at time
of appraisal
and address
of owner (not
always the
address of the
property if the
owner lives
elsewhere).

"Serial" number is
recorded at the top of
the card. This is an
old tax number that
was used through
1983, when the
current, longer tax
number was
introduced. All cards
are filed by this old
number.

The address of the
property being
assessed is
recorded here.

Additions or changes to the building may
be recorded in this margin or at the bottom
of the card, under "Remarks." These
changes will date from later assessments
and usually have the year indicated.

An "X" or lines drawn
through the card indicate
that the tax assessor
created a new card, making
this card obsolete.

"Age" or "Year Built"
for the building. It is
also noted who
provided the
information for the
age of the building.
The date of the
appraisal is indicated
here.

The back of an Appraisal Card includes a footprint
drawing of the building. Additions in blue pencil usually
indicate remodels, tear downs, or other changes made
throughout the years.
Dimensions are given for each wall of the building.
Diagonal lines drawn across a section of building
indicate the location of a covered or enclosed porch.
Sometimes plot plans are also recorded here which
indicate distances between driveways, sidewalks, or
property boundaries.

This section can list any "outbuildings" such as barns,
garages, chicken coops, or sheds located on the
property. Age, size and costs can be provided for each
outbuilding.
Lists of buildings recorded here can be compared to
later/earlier cards to determine how long an outbuilding
existed on a property.

