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Distinguishing Features:
 Flowers: Plants have numerous small, compact (3/4 inch), rose-purple or white flowers.
 Seeds: Each plant may produce 1,000 to 1,500 seeds per flowering shoot. Generally, vegetative
reproduction from its root system contributes to local spread and seed to long distance
dispersal.
 Leaves: The 3-4 inch long leaves are deeply divided with prickly margins.
 Flowering Time: Plants begin to flower in late spring in response to 14- to 16-hour days.
 Life cycle/ other: Canada thistle is a creeping perennial
that grows 2-5 feet tall. Canada thistle is distinguished from
other thistles (Cirsium spp.) by its deep-running perennial
rootstocks, more slender stems, and small compact heads.
Impacts:
➢ Canada thistle invades crops, roadsides, pastures, ditch
banks, riparian areas, and wetlands.
➢ It is difficult to control because of its extensive creeping root
system that allows it to dominate an area quickly. Horizontal
roots may extend 15 feet or more and vertical roots may
grow 6 to 15 feet deep.
Control:
➢ Control can be difficult because the plant colony can
recover from control attempts. Persistence is imperative so
the weed is continually stressed, forcing it to exhaust root
nutrient stores and eventually die.
➢ Combining control methods is the best form of management.
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➢ For small infestations the best method for removing
infestations are digging them out by hand.
➢ For larger infestations the use of herbicides such as Tordon or Milestone, in the spring for 1-2
years, can be effective.
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