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Impact of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

Å1,577 lives lost in Louisiana

ÅMore than 1.4 million Louisiana 

residents were displaced

ÅAcross the Gulf states, damages 

exceeded $163 billion

Å217 square miles of Louisiana coastal wetlands were 

destroyed

ÅMore than 80% of New Orleans flooded as a result of 

the storms and the levee failures
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Louisiana Disaster Recovery

Å Stronger Statewide Building Code

Å Parishes had to adopt the latest available

Base Flood Elevations

Å Standardization of Waiver Requests

Å Community Planning events and Master Plans 

developed around the state

Å Increased Local Capacity 
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Safer, Stronger, Smarter



Louisiana Disaster Recovery

ÅCongressional Allocation after 

Presidentially Declared Disaster

ÅHUD calculates award, publishes Notices 

in the Federal Register, Makes Award to 

Grantees

ÅState or Local Government Responsible 

Administrator of the Funds
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Disaster Recovery Community 

Development Block Grant



Louisiana Disaster Recovery

ÅHousing, Infrastructure, Economic 

Development and Planning Programs

Å50% Overall Benefit Low to Moderate 

Income Households and Individuals

ÅEligible Activities and National Objectives

ÅAdministration Expenses: Limitations
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Disaster Recovery Community 

Development Block Grant



Katrina and Rita Resources

Funding Sources

Å$19.5 billionïFEMA funds, administered by 

GOHSEP

o $12.3 billion ïPublic Assistance

o $  5.8 billion ïIndividual Assistance

o $  1.4 billion ïHazard Mitigation

Å$6.9 billion ïSmall Business Administration loans

Å$16.2 billion for 215,000 claims paid through the 

National Flood Insurance Program
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Katrina and Rita Resources

Community Development Block Grant Disaster 

Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds

ÅFrom the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 

ÅAdministered by the Louisiana Office of Community 

Developmentôs Disaster Recovery Unit

ÅHurricanes Katrina and Rita (2005): $13.4 billion:
o $11.5 billion ïHousing

o $1.4 billion ïInfrastructure

o $317.4 million ïEconomic Development

o $23.7 million ïPlanning and Technical Assistance
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Other Sources

ÅPrivate Insurance

ÅCommercial Banks

ÅBusiness Investments

ÅPrivate Philanthropic Organizations

ÅPersonal Savings

ÅLow Income Housing Tax Credits

ÅNew Markets Tax Credits

ÅSocial Impact Bonds
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Louisiana Disaster Recovery

ÅUse of Low Income Housing Tax Credits

ÅMixed-Income concept

ÅLouisiana Land Trust putting lots back into 

commerce
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Louisiana Disaster Recovery

ÅSingle Family Housing

ÅMulti-Family Housing

ÅRental Housing

ÅInterim Assistance

ÅBuyout/Acquisition Programs
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Housing Programs



Louisiana Disaster Recovery
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Louisiana Disaster Recovery
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Louisiana Disaster Recovery

o Schools

o Hospitals

o Sewerage Projects

o Roads and Berms

o Water Treatment Plants

o Removal of Architectural Barriers

o Acquisition

o Clearance, Demolition

o Public Services (15% cap)

o Match for FEMA, other Federal programs

o Mitigation as part of recovery
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Infrastructure Programs



Louisiana Disaster Recovery
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Joseph A. Craig Charter School 



Louisiana Disaster Recovery

ÅCombining FEMA Public Assistance (PA) 

and Disaster Recovery Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) 

ÅHazard Mitigation Grant Program (FEMA)

ÅSmall Business Administration (SBA) 

Disaster Loans: Residential and Business
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Louisiana Disaster Recovery
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