African Rue Fact Sheet
Peganum harmala
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Nitrariaceae Family
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Distinguishing Features:
 Flowers: Flowers are white with 5 petals. They appear at the ends of the stems.
 Seeds: The fruit develops soon after flowering. Each plant may
produce as many as 1,000 fruits, with each fruit containing 40 to
50 seeds.
 Leaves: The leaves are dark green, alternate, smooth and fleshy
like the stems, and divided with long narrow segments. They
produce a disagreeable odor when crushed.
 Flowering Time: African Rue flowers from spring to early fall.
 Life cycle: African Rue is a perennial that begins its annual
growth in early spring, flowers throughout the summer, and dies
back to its roots in the fall and winter.
Impacts:
 African Rue is extremely toxic to livestock, with a lethal
ingested dose measuring only 0.15% of the animal’s body weight.
 African Rue is extremely drought tolerant. Its taproot can
extend more than 20 feet deep in search of water.
 African Rue produces allelopathic compounds that act as active
herbicides to actively prevent other plants from germinating.
Control:
 Mechanical control methods (pulling, cultivation, etc.) are
ineffective due to African Rue’s extensive root system.
 Biological control such as grazing is not possible due to the plants’ toxicity. Traditional
biocontrol has thus far proven ineffective. There is currently no biological control method
available for African Rue.
 Chemical control is effective against African Rue only with
Salt Lake County Weed
continued treatment year after year. Targeted herbicides
Control Program
tend to only kill the surface foliage of the plant, leaving the
www.slco.org/weeds/
root system alive to re sprout. African Rue can be controlled
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with some general herbicides (fs.usda.gov), but these tend to
noxiousweeds@slco.org
also kill surrounding desirable species.
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