Common St. Johnswort Fact Sheet
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Distinguishing Features:
 Flowers: Yellow, 5 petaled flowers with black dots on the margins and many stamens.
 Seeds: Plants spread by seed, below ground rhizomes, and above ground creeping stems. One
plant can produce up to 100,000 seeds and be viable in the soil for 10 to 30 years.
 Leaves: Green 1-inch long leaves spotted with tiny translucent dots.
 Flowering Time: May through late September.
 Life cycle: St. Johnswort is an upright, 1.5 to 2 foot tall perennial, with reddish stems.
Impacts:
➢ Infestations spread rapidly on disturbed, well drained sites such as roadways, trails, meadows,
grasslands, overgrazed range, logged areas, and similar type sites.
➢ Besides being invasive, St. Johnswort is also toxic to livestock if ingested in sufficient
quantities. Like most hypericums, St. Johnswort contains hypericin, a phototoxin that causes
sensitivity to the sun after being ingested. Symptoms can include dermatitis, inflammation of
the mucus membranes, blisters and open sores which then often lead to secondary infections.
Light skinned livestock are particularly affected.
Control:
➢ For small infestations, a combination of hand pulling or digging and
chemical applications can be effective if all of the lateral roots are
removed, and the site is carefully monitored for resprouting.
➢ The chemical, 2, 4-D is effective if applied right after germination of
new seedlings and before any blossoms open. Repeated applications
may be necessary.
➢ For larger infestations, a combination of chemical applications and
biological controls is recommended.
➢ Two biological agents are recommended for control of St.
Johnswort. The Klamath weed beetles, which are very successful in
California, have only moderate success in colder regions
because they are only able to produce one generation
per year. Both the adults and the larvae feed on the
foliage.
*Please visit our website for references sourcing this information.
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